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war breaking out, he would have to bear the chief brunt
of it. England was protected by the sea, France by
fortresses, but his territories lay exposed to the ravages
of Austrian armies.
With thoughts like these in his mind Frederick
William sat smoking his pipe one evening in his Tobacco
Tobacco Parliament, as he called the little assemblage
Parliament. of chosen friends whom he used to gather
round him when the work of the day was over. Looking
out from the window, he saw his old friend Count von
Seckendorf crossing the esplanade in front of the palace.
Seckendorf was a general in the Austrian service whose
acquaintance he had made in the Spanish Succession war.
It was not mere chance that had brought him to Berlin.
_, , , „ He was ostensibly passing through on his way
beckendorf.	_	,	,	,        •   ,       , .
to Denmark to transact business there, but his
real business was with Frederick William, to whom he
had been sent by the Austrian Court to cajole him into
abandoning his allies. Seckendorf was an agreeable
talker and a pleasant companion, and he soon insinuated
himself into the confidence of the simple-minded king,
over whom for seven years he exercised an almost un-
bounded influence. His efforts were seconded by General
von Grumbkow, one of Frederick William's most trusted
advisers, and a constant attendant at the Tobacco Parlia-
ment, who nevertheless allowed himself to be seduced by
a pension from Austria. Frederick William became a
mere puppet whose strings were held at Vienna.
The immediate result of Seckendorf s machinations
was the Treaty of Wusterhausen, by which the King ot
Treaty of Prussia agreed to abandon the alliance of
hauserToc ^anoverj anc^ to support the Emperor if he
tober 12, should be attacked in Germany. He also
.I?26'	guaranteed the Pragmatic Sanction on condi-
tion of receiving a guarantee for his own succession to

